HISTORY AND SCIENCE        117

been placed at the head of important ministries.
In the Ministry of Public Instruction there has
been a considerable enlargement of organisations
to further the cause of history. The historical
commission of that Ministry continues its rich
collection of documents. The government helps
particular historians, either by furnishing the
assistance needed for special work, or by pub-
lishing their books through the National Printing
Press, or in some other manner. Numerous
historical chairs have been founded. At times
cities have joined with the government in this
work; the city of Paris has founded several
chairs of history. Important fellowships in his-
tory have been established.1

There has never been a greater sense of the
importance of working from sources. A noble
emulation has arisen in the publication of docu-
ments by the government, by the academies, by
cities, and by historical societies, that are now
to be counted by the hundred. For one of these
under the Empire there are now ten. They
have accumulated material upon a colossal scale
for the subjects to which they are devoted.
French historians have never been so extensively
associated, either as corporate or as correspond-
ing members, with foreign historical societies*

1 Bowses de license d'histoire.